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in West Africa., taken by Germany just as a British pro-
tectorate, long delayed and already agreed, was about to
be proclaimed. One strip of this territory is now under
British mandate, the main part having gone to France.
There are many instances of territories spontaneously placed
under our protection or for which that protection was sought
but for long declined.
Thus we have not, even in the past, been actuated by a
policy of indiscriminate "grab"; the spirit of adventure and
restless enterprise of individual Britons has often brought
upon a reluctant and preoccupied Home Government charges
which it was most unwilling to undertake. Moreover in all
this, one has to use the terminology of the nineteenth cen-
tury and earlier, when every nation assumed that Colonies
were "possessions" to be exploited without much regard
for the wishes and interests of their inhabitants. This con-
ception is obsolete to-day, at any rate throughout the British
Colonial Empire. It has been succeeded, as already indicated,
by the principle of trusteeship on behalf of the Colonial
peoples, and though this principle was first formally enun-
ciated in "the Mandates, it was in fact already operative in
the British Colonies.
When, therefore, we are asked to "hand over" territories
to their former owners, the proper answer is that we are
already in process of handing them over to their only true
possessors, the people who live in them, and that that
process must go on until the final goal, however distant it
may seem in some cases, has been reached, and all the
relatively backward peoples have attained the fullest measure
of political, social and economic development of which they
may prove .capable.
The Dominions have attained complete independent
nationhood; India has reached the same goal; that must
be the ultimate objective, though not necessarily in the